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It is an honor and a privilege to serve as the State Director of USDA Rural Develop-

ment. One of the great things about my job is that I get to be part of the tremendous 
difference USDA makes in rural Louisiana.  

As our infrastructure ages, modern infrastructure is essential to economic growth and 
connectivity. RD programs can help connect a business to its customer, connect a farmer 
to his market, connect rural homes to clean water, connect students to a world of 
knowledge via high-speed internet, and connect doctors to patients.  

The Community Facilities Program helps improve essential community services for public 
use in rural areas. Public bodies and nonprofit organizations can use these funds to con-
struct, expand, or improve facilities that provide health care, education, fire protection 
and safety, as well as other community-based initiatives in areas up to 20,000 in popula-
tion.  

The Water and Environmental Program provides infrastructure crucial for rural communities to establish, ex-
pand, or modernize a facility for safe drinking water. These projects include water systems, waste systems, solid 
waste, and storm drainage facilities. Eligibility is limited to communities of 10,000 or less in population. 

Rural Development approved a loan of $8.2 million for the Village of Maurice. The Delta Regional Authority pro-
vided additional funding to support this project. The wastewater collection system and treatment facility were 
constructed in 1977 to treat the sewerage flow of a population of 660 people. In 1993, the system was upgrad-
ed, and a sewerage pump station was added in 2011. Due to recent growth, Maurice is under a moratorium for 
new construction, as their existing system cannot support additional customers. RD recently financed the South 
Wastewater Treatment Facility to support future growth for the entire community.  

Our diverse portfolio also offers broadband loans and grants to help improve e-connectivity across rural areas 
to support education, telemedicine, health, safety and commercial activities in rural areas. Rural Development 
also invests in affordable homeownership to ensure individuals from all backgrounds and income categories can 
achieve the dream of owning a home. 

I have seen firsthand the challenges that the people of Louisiana are dealing with --- especially in our rural com-
munities. I encourage you to take a closer look at your community to determine your needs and how we can 
work together. Over the next several months, I will be conducting roundtable discussions to address challenges 
in rural communities. Your input is extremely valuable. If you have any suggestions, feel free to contact me at 
carrie.castille@la.usda.gov or (318) 473.7921. 

USDA Rural Development 
 State Director  

Dr. Carrie Castille 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/all-programs/water-environmental-programs
mailto:carrie.castille@la.usda.gov


Day at the Louisiana State Capitol 

 

Dr. Carrie Castille attended a meeting with Governor 
John Bel Edwards to discuss infrastructure, specifi-
cally water, housing, assistance for ag producers, 
opioid, and partnerships.  

Critical infrastructure needs were discussed at the Joint Agriculture meeting with a presentation from Dr. Castille, 
State Director for Rural Development and staff. Infrastructure investment is the key to rural prosperity! 

Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program 

What does this program do?  

This program provides funding for clean and reliable drinking water 
systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, and 
storm water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural 
areas. 

Who may apply? 

This program assists qualified applicants who are not otherwise able 
to obtain commercial credit on reasonable terms. Eligible applicants 
include: 

• Most state and local governmental entities, Private nonprofits,  
Federally-recognized tribes 

What is an eligible area? 

Rural areas and towns with populations of 10,000 or less, Tribal lands 
in rural areas, Colonias 

What kinds of funding are available? 

• Long-term, low-interest loans 

• If funds are available, a grant may be combined with a loan if nec-
essary to keep user costs reasonable. 

How may the funds be used?  

Funds may be used to finance the acquisition, construction or im-
provement of: 

• Drinking water sourcing, treatment, storage and distribution, 
sewer collection, transmission, treatment and disposal, solid 
waste collection, disposal and closure, storm water collection, 
transmission and disposal. In some cases, funding may also be 
available for related activities.  

 

Contact the Community Programs Department (318) 473-7940 



Louisiana Women in Agriculture Conference 2018 

The  8th Annual  Louisiana Women in Agriculture Conference  was held in Alexandria.  USDA Rural De-
velopment  (RD) State Director Dr. Carrie Castille welcomed conference attendees to Alexandria. RD staff was 
available to network and outreach RD programs and services.  

Agriculture is one of the largest revenue providers in Louisiana, bringing in about $11 billion in state revenue a 
year. There are roughly 26,000 farms owned in Louisiana. Of those farms, 3,500 are owned and operated by 
women. Compared nationally, 2.1 million farms are owned and operated in America and 14% are run by women. 
The event featured two keynote speakers and break-out sessions to learn about organically certified farms, opti-
mizing forest land, and staying true to you in business, among other topics.  
 
 

RD State Director Dr. Carrie 

Castille welcomed conference 

attendees to Alexandria. 



Opioid Misuse—Equipping Local Leaders to Respond 

USDA  Rural Development State Director 

Dr. Carrie   Castille and ULL Vice President for Re-

search Dr. Ramesh Kolluru joined together to start the 

discussion on addressing the nation’s growing opioid 

epidemic at the CajunCodeFest Opioid Healthcare 

Summit at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.   

Throughout the day, top leaders in research, 

healthcare, law enforcement, and the recovery com-

munity discussed key topics that included challenges 

associated with substance use disorder; strategies for 

prevention, treatment and recovery; and how these 

measures can be replicated to effectively address the 

epidemic in rural communities.   

The opioid epidemic is a critical challenge  

for  rural and urban communities.  

 
Visit—www.usda.gov/opioids 

Coders were present to kick-off the challenge competition during the discussion.  



USDA Prioritizes Investments to Address Opioid Crisis in Rural America 

Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development Anne Hazlett announced that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) is giving funding priority in two key grant programs to address opioid 
misuse in rural communities. 

“The opioid epidemic is dramatically impacting prosperity in many small towns and rural places across 
the country,” Hazlett said. “With this focused investment, we are targeting our resources to be a 
strong partner to rural communities in building an effective local response to this significant chal-
lenge.” 

USDA is reserving $5 million in the Community Facilities Grant Program and is giving priority 
to Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant (DLT) Program applications proposing innovative pro-
jects to address the opioid epidemic in rural communities. 

In the Community Facilities grant program, rural communities, non-profit organizations and federally 
recognized tribes can apply through the usual Community Facilities grant application process for 
grants up to $150,000 for innovative projects such as mobile treatment clinics. Community Facilities 
grants may fund up to 75 percent of an eligible project. 

Distance Learning and Telemedicine grant program applicants will receive priority for telemedicine 
projects with the primary purpose of providing opioid prevention, treatment or recovery services. Eli-
gible proposals can receive 10 priority points on their applications. 

Funding for both programs was made available through the FY 2018 Omnibus spending bill. The fund-
ing comes at a time when the Trump administration is pursuing an ambitious agenda to combat the 
nation’s opioid crisis. 

Applications for Community Facilities grants funded with this National Office reserve should be sub-
mitted on or before June 4, 2018. Applications will be accepted at the Rural Development office in the 
state in which the applicant is located. Applications submitted after this date will be considered for 
regular, state-allocated funding. 

The application deadline for Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants is June 4, 2018. Applications 
can be submitted electronically at Grants.gov or in hardcopy to: USDA Rural Development Telecom-
munications Programs, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 2844, STOP 1597, Washington, DC.  

Opioid Prevention, Treatment and Recovery - What’s Working in Your Town? 

Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development Anne Hazlett today unveiled a new interactive feature on 
the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) rural opioid misuse webpage. Now, webpage visitors 
can tell USDA what prevention, treatment and recovery actions have been effective in addressing the opioid 
epidemic in their rural communities. USDA is collecting this information as part of an ongoing effort to identi-
fy best practices and effective strategies for addressing rural opioid misuse.  

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/browse-state
https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/topics/opioids


Business Programs 

Over  300 small farmers attended the 8th Annual Louisiana Small Farmer Conference at Southern University. 
Rural Development staff was on-hand for the ribbon-cutting for the new Mobile Education and Technology Center 
and to exhibit and outreach RD’s programs and services. RD State Director, Dr. Castille participated in a USDA panel 
dialog with other federal agencies to expand awareness of USDA programs to students and conference attendees.  

Dr. Castille participated in a Local Foods Strategy Convening at the Propeller 
Incubator to discuss new opportunities to go from farm to everywhere. 

USDA is committed to helping agricultural producers and businesses involved in food production succeed. 

Through an array of programs, Rural Development provides loan guarantees, grants, and technical assistance to 

keep farmers profitable and create jobs. This includes processing plants, business development, homeowner-

ship, and community services in rural areas. 

To enhance food opportunities in urban and rural communities, low-interest loans are available through 

the Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan program that offers loan guarantees to producers in developing in-

frastructure to process, distribute, and market locally or regionally-produced food.  

Contact the Business Department (318) 473-7960 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees


Multi-Family Housing Program 

Through the RD Community Facilities Direct Loan Program, the Lafayette Parish School System 

received $78 million to construct the new Southside High School in Youngsville 

Multi-Family Housing Loan Guarantees  

What does this program do? 

The program works with qualified private-sector lenders to provide financing to qualified borrowers to in-
crease the supply of affordable rental housing for low- and moderate-income individuals and families in eligi-
ble rural areas and towns. 

Who may apply for this program? 

Private lenders may apply for a loan guarantee on loans made to eligible borrowers who are building or pre-
serving affordable rural rental housing. 

Eligible borrowers include: 

• Most state and local governmental entities 

• Nonprofit organizations 

• For-profit organizations, including LLC’s 

• Federally-recognized Tribes 

Contact the MFH Department (318) 473-7962 

RD State Director, Dr. Carrie Castille, staff,  and Mirna Reyes-Bible, USDA Farm Labor Housing Manager, 
visited La Posada Apartments in Amite.  La Posada Apartments is an off-farm labor housing complex that pro-
vides year-round housing for migrant seasonal domestic farm laborers. 



Community Programs 

Safe, modern, and reliable water systems are critical for the health, safety and economic vitality of rural Louisiana. 

Water infrastructure systems that provide cleaner, more efficient water resources help to create stronger, more sustaina-

ble communities.  

At Rural Development, we are pleased to partner with local organizations and communities to help ensure that every rural 

community has access to modern, dependable, and affordable water and wastewater infrastructure. Quality water and 

waste services are vital to the public health and economic vitality of our small rural towns and cities throughout Louisiana. 

USDA Rural Development Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program supports rural communities by providing 

funding for clean and reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewers, solid waste disposal, and storm water drainage facil-

ities.  

Since 2009, USDA invested $234.5 million in loans and grants to build new or improved infrastructure that helped 277,842 

residents improve the quality of life in rural communities throughout the state. 

Funds may be used for legal and engineering fees, land acquisition, capitalized interest, equipment, and start-up operations 

and maintenance. Projects must be primarily for the benefit of rural users. 

A rural community with fewer than 10,000 people is eligible to apply for funding. Eligible applicants include most State and 

local governmental entities, private non-profit groups, and Federally-recognized Tribes. Applicants must be unable to ob-

tain commercial credit on reasonable terms. Applications may be filed online through RDApply (https://

rdapply.usda.gov) an online application intake system. 

As a complement to RDApply, the electronic Preliminary Engineering Report (ePER) is part of the application process and 

required. This technical report describes a proposed project and alternatives to the project, which are analyzed using the 

life cycle cost analysis process and developed by a consulting engineer.   

RD hosted the American Iron and Steel (AIS) and Electronic Preliminary Engineering Workshop in Alexandria. Kellie Kubena, Engineering 
and Environmental Staff Director, USDA Rural Development National Office was the guest presenter. This workshop provided opportuni-
ties for staff and engineers to gain valuable information about simplified regulations and improved processes with USDA’s Water and 
Environmental Programs. 

https://rdapply.usda.gov
https://rdapply.usda.gov
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rd-apply


 

Single Family Housing  

Dr. Castille and staff attended the Realtor Association of Acadiana’s 

meeting to discuss RD housing programs and opportunities. 

The  RD Single Family Housing Program play san important role in keeping Louisiana strong. It 

helps build affordable and decent housing to improve communities in rural areas up to 35,000 in popu-

lation. Loans are available to provide low- and moderate-income households the opportunity to buy or 

build new homes. For existing homeowners, funds are available to perform necessary repairs to make 

homes safer and more efficient.  

For more information, visit www.rd.usda.gov/la or contact RD field staff in the Area Offices. RD Area Offices are lo-
cated in Monroe (318) 343-4467, Natchitoches (318) 352-7100, Lafayette (337) 262-6601, and Amite (985) 748-8751.  

How can I qualify for a house? 
      A Rural Development employee is available to discuss eligibility require-

ments with potential applicants on an individual basis by phone or in 
person during regular office hours. Any interested person may make 
written application via the local Rural Development office by hard copy 
or electronic submission.  Rural Development staff can pre-qualify the 
applicant with unverified information provided by applicant.   



 

 

Single Family Housing  

Is it your dream to own a home in a rural area? Do you need to have your rural home repaired? USDA   

Rural Development may be able to help when conventional lenders can’t.  

Our Homeownership Programs offer:  

• No Down Payment  

• 100 Percent Affordable Fixed Rate Financing  

• Closing Costs and Repairs may be included   

• No Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI)  

• No Prepayment Penalties  

 

 

RD State Director and staff attended the Acadiana Mortgage  

monthly meeting to discuss RD’s housing opportunities for 

lenders and updates on programs and services. 



RD Single Family Housing  Director 

Brian Lewis convened the housing 

team at the State Office to discuss  

updates and changes to the Single 

Family Housing Department.  

Single Family Housing Training 

 



 

2017 Business and Lender of The Year 

USDA Rural Development Honors 2017 Rural Development Business and Lender of the Year 

In 1903, J. M. Wardlow, a businessman in Montgomery, saw the need for a financial institution to be created 

in Grant Parish and with just $15,000 in capital, he created the Bank of Montgomery. The Bank has since 

grown and expanded into multiple parishes throughout Central Louisiana and has assisted a total of 27 guar-

anteed loan borrowers totaling $156 million since it began participating in the USDA Business and Industry 

Loan Guarantee Program. 

USDA Rural Development partnered with Bank of Montgomery to provide All Hours Fitness a $3.2 million Busi-

ness and Industry Guaranteed Loan in early 2012. Since that time, the company has expanded to 16 locations 

and has 60 employees. With the growing health minded population, the company saw a need for rural areas 

to have access to quality facilities that were normally only located in metropolitan areas.   

Contact the Business Department (318) 473-7960 



 

Updates from Public Affairs 

Karen Lawson 

Upcoming Events 

 

East Feliciana Rural Water System Ground Breaking in 
Ethel—June 1  

Louisiana Farm Bureau Convention in New Orleans— 
May 20-21 

Louisiana Rural Water Association 2018 Annual Confer-
ence at the Lake Charles Civic Center—  July 16-19  

Louisiana Municipal Association 81st Annual Convention 
in Lake Charles—July 31-August 2 

Louisiana Sheriffs Association Conference in Destin— 
July 30 

 

 

 

 

If you have workshops, events, meetings or suggestions that you would 

like to share for the next RD Update, please feel free to contact me.  

 



 

 

News Announcements 

USDA Seeks Applications for Technology Grants to Expand Access to Health Care  
and Education in Rural Areas 

 

USDA is accepting applications for grants to use broadband e-Connectivity to improve access to health care 
and educational services in rural communities. 

“Under Secretary Perdue’s leadership, USDA is tackling e-Connectivity as a foundational issue for rural com-
munities because it affects everything from business opportunities to adequate health care access,” Hazlett 
said. “These grants are one of many tools USDA provides to help ensure that people who live and work in rural 
areas can use broadband to gain access to essential services and economic opportunities.” 

USDA is awarding grants ranging from $50,000 to $500,000 under the Distance Learning and Telemedi-
cine (DLT) program. Grants can finance projects such as those to provide job training, academic instruction or 
access to specialized medical care. 

Proposals for projects whose primary purpose is to provide opioid prevention, treatment and recovery will re-
ceive 10 priority points when applications are scored. USDA is approaching the opioid misuse crisis with a ded-
icated urgency because it impacts the quality of life, economic opportunity and rural prosperity. 

USDA also will provide priority points for grants that offer access to Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) courses.      

Grants are available to most state and local governmental entities, federally recognized tribes, nonprofit 
groups, for-profit businesses or a consortia of these.   

The application deadline is June 4, 2018. Applications can be submitted via paper or electronically. For details 
on how to apply, see page 14245 of the April 3 Federal Register. 
 
 

USDA Seeks Applications for Investments to Encourage the Use of Bioenergy to Operate Biorefineries 

Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development Anne Hazlett today announced that USDA is accepting appli-
cations to encourage the use of renewable biomass as an alternative for fossil fuels to operate eligible biore-
fineries.  

Funding is being made available under the Repowering Assistance Program. To be eligible, biorefineries must 
have been in existence on or before June 18, 2008. This program provides financial incentives to install new 
systems that use or produce new energy from renewable biomass.  

Applications are due July 19, 2018. For more information, see page 17522 of the April 20 Federal Register. This 
program is administered by the National Program office. Contact Fred Petok: (202) 690-0784 
or frederick.petok@wdc.usda.gov 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/distance-learning-telemedicine-grants
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-04-03/pdf/2018-06503.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/repowering-assistance-program
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-04-20/pdf/2018-08298.pdf
mailto:frederick.petok@wdc.usda.gov


 

Stakeholder Announcements 

USDA is accepting applications for grants to help rural communities develop locally-based solutions and ac-
cess financial resources to build economic prosperity. 

 USDA is making grants available under the Community Facilities Technical Assistance and Training (TAT) 
Grant Program. These grants are intended to address capacity challenges faced by small, low-income rural 
communities with limited resources and staff. The assistance helps communities access USDA funding for es-
sential community facilities. 

Eligible recipients are private, public or nonprofit organizations and Tribal entities that have experience in 
providing technical assistance and training to rural entities. Eligible projects include those involving multi-
jurisdictions and collaborations among rural communities.   

Applications are due July 2, 2018. For more information, see page 19521 of the May 3 Federal Register. 

USDA encourages applications that will support recommendations made in the report to the President from 
the Task Force on Agriculture and Rural Prosperity to help improve life in rural America. Applicants are en-
couraged to consider projects that provide measurable results in helping rural communities build robust and 
sustainable economies through strategic investments in infrastructure, partnerships and innovation. Key 
strategies include: 

• Achieving e-Connectivity for Rural America 

• Developing the Rural Economy 

• Harnessing Technological Innovation 

• Supporting a Rural Workforce 

• Improving Quality of Life 
            

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-assistance-and-training-grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-assistance-and-training-grant
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-05-03/pdf/2018-09351.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-prosperity-report.pdf


Cheryl Rodgers retired after 34 years-of-service 

Monroe Area Office 
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