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Pasture to Market 
Providing beef cattle industry information for Louisiana cattle producers 

March—April 2018 

Cattle Report Shows Slower Rate of Expansion for U.S. Herd — The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 

released its semi-annual Cattle report. The number of cattle and calves estimated on January 1, 2018, reached 94.4 million 

head, which was 0.7 percent higher year over year and the fourth year of expansion. Compared to last year, cow-calf producers 

are indicating their intentions to retain 237,000 fewer beef heifers (-3.7 percent) for breeding in their herds. Overall, the U.S. 

herd is still relatively low, down from its all-time peak of 132.0 million in 1975 and up from its recent low of 88.5 million head in 

2014, and has expanded at a slower pace. The report also included a number of revisions to the January 1, 2017, inventory  

classes. The January 2017 cattle and calf inventory was 93.7 million head, which showed 1.9 percent growth from 2016, where-

as the inventory grew 3.1 percent from 2015 to 2016. In addition, the 2017 calf crop was revised downward by 492,000 head 

from the July 1 Cattle report to 35.8 million calves. 
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The Cattle report also indicated fewer cattle on small grains pastures than in 2017. The estimate of 1.5 million head on small 

grains pastures on January 1, 2018, was 16.7 percent below the 1.8 million head reported last year. This level of small grains 

pasturing is likely, in part, reflecting drought conditions in the Southern Plains. To a degree, it likely bolstered the number of 

cattle on feed in all U.S. feedlots, which was up by 939,000 head (+7.2 percent) to 14.0 million head on January 1 from last 

year. Although the percent of total cattle inventory on small grains pastures showed some recovery from the 2011-2012 

drought, it has begun to decline in recent years. Further, as a result of some cattle likely moving from pastures to feedlots, the 

number of cattle available to place in feedlots in 2018 was 2.3 percent (447,000 head) lower than last year. 

Demand Strength To Continue in First Half of 2018— Despite 1 less slaughter day in the calendar year, the NASS Livestock 

Slaughter report indicated that 2017 beef production increased 3.8 percent year over year to 26.2 billion pounds. The forecast 

for 2018 beef production was revised downward by 35 million pounds to 27.7 billion pounds, but remains nearly 6 percent 

higher than 2017. This change reflects lighter anticipated placements and fewer steers and heifers slaughtered in 2018. This 

winter, there are roughly 300,000 fewer cattle on small grains pastures compared to last year. More cattle were placed in feed-

lots during the fourth quarter of 2017, according to the January NASS Cattle on Feed report. Some of these cattle may have 

normally been grazed on winter pasture, and to the extent they were placed earlier, some that were expected to be         

slaughtered in second-half 2018 are now anticipated to be slaughtered in the first half. In a typical graze-out period, more 

cattle would be placed on feed late in the first quarter and marketed in the second half of the year. The timing and weight of 

placements in the coming months will increasingly depend on precipitation in the Southern Plains. 
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Continued from page 1— Despite higher cattle slaughter and beef production during January 2018 relative to January 2017, 

wholesale beef prices climbed above 2017. With packers’ margins above 2017 in early 2018, January fed steer prices also      

averaged above year-earlier levels. On expectations of continued demand strength, fed steer price forecasts for the first and 

second quarters were raised to $122.00-$126.00 per hundredweight (cwt) and $117.00- $125.00/cwt, respectively. Although 

first-quarter fed steer prices are expected to average above 2017, second-quarter prices could be pressured by marketings. The 

2018 quarterly price forecasts for feeder steers were left unchanged. — Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook/LDP-M-284/

February 14, 2018, Economic Research Service, USDA 

Louisiana January 1 All Cattle Inventory Up 5 Percent from Last Year — All cattle and calves in Louisiana as of         

January 1, 2018, totaled 820,000 head, were up 5 percent from January 1, 2017. The calf crop for the full year of 2017 

was 370,000 head, up 6 percent from last year. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 485,000 head, were up 5 percent 

from January 1, 2017; beef cows, at 473,000 head, were up 6 percent; and milk cows, at 12,000 head, were unchanged 

from 2017. All heifers weighing 500 pounds and over were up 5 percent at 114,000 head. Steers were down 8 percent at 

23,000 head; bulls were unchanged at 31,000 head, and calves weighing less than 500 pounds were up 8 percent at 

167,000 head. — USDA-NASS Louisiana Cattle, Goat, and Sheep Report 

Tell us about the impact of the Veterinary Feed Directive rules on your herd — Michigan State University Extension, 

in partnership with other Land-Grant Universities, is conducting a nationwide survey of food-animal producers to learn 

more about how the VFD rules that have been in effect just over a year have impacted animal agriculture. 

Managing the health of your herd is a primary responsibility of all farmers. The Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) rules that 

went into effect January 1, 2017, may have impacted how you manage herd health. The rules limited the use of medically 

important antibiotics to disease prevention, control or treatment, and only when a veterinarian writes a VFD for their use.  

We would like to learn how those rules have affected your management as well as the health of your animals. Michigan 

State University Extension, in partnership with Land-Grant Universities nationwide, is conducting a survey of farmers who 

raise and manage dairy or beef cattle, pigs, sheep or goats. We want to learn about changes that have occurred, in       

response to the VFD, in terms of your use of antibiotics, health of your herd, and, in your relationship with your             

veterinarian. 

The survey is open from now until April. All responses are confidential and your participation is voluntary. The survey is 

located at https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eY83E3DiinngljD  

We anticipate that it will take 10-15 minutes to complete. Your thoughtful answers, with examples, will provide good in-

formation used by Land-Grant Extension professionals to design educational programs that help food-animal producers.  

This survey is only for farmers over the age of 18 who raise food-animals impacted by the VFD rules. Farmers in every 

state are invited to respond to the survey. The findings will be analyzed by specie type (that is, for beef producers, swine 

producers, etc.), and by region of the country, and will be shared with Extension professionals in your state. 

FDA implemented the VFD policy changes with the goals of: 1) promoting the judicious use of antibiotics, 2) protecting 

public health and 3) helping to limit the development of antimicrobial resistance. This policy change was in response to 

widespread concerns about the rate of development of resistance to common antimicrobials by disease pathogens for 

both humans and food animals. 

Key questions to be answered are what the impacts of those changes have been on health management of herds and 

herd performance. The responses of food animal producers will help to answer those key questions. 

https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eY83E3DiinngljD
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Angus Bull Sells For All-Time Record Price — A 14-month-old Angus bull became the highest-priced bull ever sold at public 

auction, fetching $800,000 from two ranchers based in Missouri and Oklahoma. The previous record, set just last year, was $750,000. 

The bull, SAV Elation 7899, was produced by Schaff Angus Valley of Saint Anthony, N.D., and purchased by Square B Ranch and Cattle 

Company of Warsaw, Mo., and Bogle Ranch LLC of Langley, Okla. The Schaffs retained a 20% ownership interest in the herd bull. 

Elation joins a set of elite sires at Square B Ranch, providing the    

genetic foundation for the Quality Beef program, a Missouri-based 

network of ranchers whose focus is on improving quality, consistency 

and value of cattle. 

The Quality Beef program was originally created by the University of 

Missouri before being acquired by Square B Ranch and owner Brian 

Bell. The goal of Quality Beef is to capture more value from cattle 

raised on the same resources. 

For instance, in an average pen of feedlot cattle, Quality Beef histori-

cally shows a gross value difference of about $1,000 per head, on 

average, for high-quality feedlot cattle versus their lower-quality, 

costlier counterparts, Bell says. 

In other words, it pays to have access to great cattle that work in all phases of production, from pasture to feedyard – and that’s why 

the investment in Elation was made. 

“We want to make great bulls available to our customers,” explains Bell. “And, we want to work together to produce the best-quality 

herds and the highest-quality beef possible, to raise cattle that function well while driving greater economic returns for ranchers who 

participate in our program.” 

Elation, born in December 2016, possesses a rare balance of traits that are highly desirable for ranchers: low birth weight, high 

growth and excellent beef quality, to name a few. He also descends from one of the great cow families in the beef industry, and is a 

grandson of N Bar Emulation EXT, arguably the greatest Angus bull of the last 25 years. 

For more information, visit www.squarebcattle.com. — Drovers News Source, February 15, 2018; Photo by Eric Grant 

Spring is Here? With the coming of the First Day of Spring (March 20th) and the most recent warm weather and sunny days, we 

start thinking about our warm season pastures and hay meadows. A few things to keep in mind as our warm season forages begin to 

break dormancy… 

1) Soil Test!  Soil Test!  Soil Test!  If you have not done so for this year, please consider obtaining a soil test now.  There is not much 

that can be done regarding the high cost of fertilizer, but there is much we can do regarding how efficiently we use fertilizer.  The soil 

test is the first step in efficient fertilizer use and improved forage production.  Samples should be collected annually for hay meadows 

and every 2 to 3 years for grazing pastures.  For soil sampling kits, contact your local Cooperative Extension Service office.  

2) Scout for warm-season annual weeds and assess whether to control them with recommended herbicides. When pastures contain 

50% or more weeds, economic inputs start to increase and net returns drop. Apply herbicide early, depending on the climate. To  

control annual weeds effectively, spray when they are small and growing. Follow the recommendations on the product label.      

Note: Herbicides that control broadleaf weeds also damage or kill clover. 

3) Sprayer Calibration is a critical step for a pesticide applicator in making sure the correct amount of pesticide is applied to the target 

site. Calibration is the process by which the amount of pesticide being applied per a unit of area is determined. This step is most 

often skipped because we get in a hurry, we calibrated it once a long time ago (surely nothing has changed) or we forget. By skipping 

sprayer calibration the applicator may be applying too much pesticide or not enough pesticide. If too little pesticide is applied, the 

pest may not be controlled. Using more product than label directions recommend is illegal, may not control the pest effectively, may 

injure non-targets and may be hazardous to the environment. For a step-by-step guide to calibrating a sprayer contact your local  

Cooperative Extension Service office. — Vanessa Corriher-Olson, Assoc. Prof., Forage Extension Specialist, Soil & Crop  Sciences, 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  
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Private Pesticide Applicator     

License Holders: Don’t forget to 

check the expiration date on 

your license! If it will be          

expiring March 31,2018, check 

with your local LSU AgCenter 

office to find a recertification 

session near you! 

Northwest La. Beef & Forage Field Day — 

Date: Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Time:  8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Place:  Hill Farm Research Station, Homer 
 

Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Program will include: 

 Market Outlook 

 Bull Selection 

 Recognizing and managing calving problems 

 Pasture management 

Lunch Provided 

 

**More information will be coming soon** 

It’s Time to Spray Buttercup in Pastures — With our warm temperatures, we’re 
seeing a good bit of buttercup blooming in pastures all over the state.  Likely, hay 
meadows and pastures will be covered with a sea of yellow flowers very soon.  Butter-
cup, a robust seed-producing annual is probably the most common and noticeable 
winter weed infesting pastures this time of the year.  I cannot tell you how many calls I 
get on buttercup in April when the plants are in full bloom and seeding out, adding to 
the weed seed bank in the soil.  Encourage your producers to kill it now with 2,4-
D.  The good news is that they can kill buttercup and release white clover as long as 
the 2,4-D rates don’t exceed 1 pt/A.  Bermudagrass, bahiagrass, and ryegrass will     
tolerate 2,4-D. 

Recommendation:  Pick a warm day (2,4-D works best with temperatures above 60  
degrees) and spray buttercup with 2,4-D @ 1 pt/A.   

— Dr. Ron Strahan, Assoc. Prof., LSU AgCenter 

    Week of  Week of Week of 

Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 3/2/2018 2/23/2018 3/3/2017 

5-Area Fed 
Steer 

all grades, live weight, $/cwt  $     127.95   $     129.75   $     124.76  

all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt  $     204.69   $     205.03   $     199.98  

Boxed Beef 

Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt  $     221.18   $     216.53   $     205.86  

Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt  $        6.21   $        5.60   $        4.05  

500-600 lb. 
Feeder Steer 

Price 

Mississippi statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     164.00   $     167.00   $     137.00  

Missouri statewide market average, M&L #1, $/cwt  $     187.02   $     186.81   $     145.06  

Oklahoma City market average, M&L #1, $/cwt  $     180.07   $     180.17   $     153.99  

Feed Grains 

Corn, Kansas City, $/bu  $        3.66   $        3.52   $        3.55  

Corn, Pine Bluff, AR, $/bu  $        3.81   $        3.76   $        3.76  

DDGS, Eastern Corn Belt, $/ton  $     160.00   $     160.00   $     100.00  

Soybean Meal, Rail, Central IL, $/ton  $     397.70   $     380.40   $     330.80  

Cottonseed Meal, Memphis, $/ton  $     312.50   $     300.00   $     220.00  

Whole Cottonseed, Memphis, $/ton  $     162.00   $     158.00   $     185.00  
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March—April Beef Cattle Management Tips: 

     Below are some all-purpose management tips in an abbreviated format that cattle producers should consider for the months indicated.  

“General” management tips are intended to fit all situations while the “spring calving - January, February, March” and “fall calving -         

October, November, December” tips are for those specific calving programs. Some producers are likely aware of each tip and have incorpo-

rated many into their management programs.  Other producers may find these tips to be suggestions to consider in their future manage-

ment. Regardless, every producer will have to consider how a specific tip might be adapted to fit their individual situation, and some      

modification of the times provided will be expected.  Severe environmental conditions will also dictate some modification of the tips       

depending on the severity in each location. A more detailed description of management opportunities can be found in numerous AgCenter 

publications available in the local parish extension office or on the web.  Additional scheduling and management details in a worksheet         

format are available on-line from the LSU AgCenter in the Monthly Beef Cattle Management Calendar & Workbook at:  

http://text.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/livestock/beef_cattle/production_management/Workbook. 

Month Management Tip 

March general 1. Continue feeding high magnesium supplement to cows on winter grazing 

2. Monitor winter pasture stubble height; keep about 4” 

  

spring calving 1.  For a January 10 - March 30 calving season, bulls need to go in April 1 - June 20. Make sure 
bulls are in good condition and conduct breeding soundness exams 
2.  Cows need to be in moderate to good condition to rebreed early. You may need to start feed-
ing your best hay and put them on your best grazing now. Supplement as needed according to 
forage test 

3.  Start breeding heifers about a month before the cow herd 

  

fall calving 1. Remove bulls March 23rd to end calving season about December 31st 

2. Keep bulls in small pastures with strong fences. Feed bulls enough to keep them in good con-
dition for next year’s breeding season 
3. Spot check cows to see if most are bred. By now, there should be little activity 

4.   Vaccinate for clostridial disease, castrate and dehorn late calves or those missed in early working 

  

April general 1. Keep a close watch on pasture conditions. Continue supplemental feeding until 
grass is plentiful 

2. Fertilize permanent pastures according to soil test 

3. Start watching for flies. Order fly control products to be ready when treatment warrants. Con-
sider the type tags or sprays used last year. Change from organophosphate to pyrethroid or vise 
versa 
4. Use all outside stores of hay; clean out hay storage areas for new hay 

 
1. For calving to begin around January 10th, bulls need to be put in with cows on April 1st 

2. Check condition of bulls during the breeding season. Provide supplemental feed if needed 

3. Prepare to remove bulls from cow herd after a 45-60 day breeding season. Spot check for 
breeding activity 
4. Cows need to be in moderate to good condition to rebreed. Provide supplemental feed if 
spring pastures are slow to emerge from dormancy 
 

1.  To precondition for marketing, calves should be vaccinated for respiratory diseases 45 
days prior to shipment. Consult with your local veterinarian now for product recommenda-
tions so these vaccines can be ordered 

2.  Pregnancy check 45-60 days after the end of breeding season 

3.  Brand or otherwise establish permanent ID’s for bred heifers 

 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/livestock/beef_cattle/production_management/Monthly+Beef+Cattle+Management+Calendar++Workbook.htm
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If you received this newsletter via email you will continue to receive it unless you “unsubscribe.” To unsubscribe from or subscribe to this bi-monthly emailed 
newsletter, send an email to the address below with “subscribe” or “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

March—April 2018 

 

Jason E. Holmes 

 Regional Livestock Specialist 

County Agent 

LSU AgCenter—Union Parish 

318-368-2999 (office) / 318-243-4931  

 

  

 

Early spring nutritional challenges of spring-calving cows — Late winter and early spring is the most challenging time of the 

year for the nutrition of the spring-calving beef cows. Unless cool season grasses are available, this is a season where           

maintaining or gaining body condition on spring calving cows is really quite difficult. Warm season grasses have not yet begun 

to grow. Dormant grass (what little is left) is a low quality feed. Cows cannot, or will not, consume a large amount of standing 

dormant grass at this time year. If the only supplement being fed is a self-fed, self-limited protein source, the cows may be-

come very deficient in energy. Remember, the instructions that accompany these self-fed supplements. They are to be fed 

along with free choice access to adequate quality forages.   

There is another factor that compounds the problem. A small amount of winter annual grasses may begin to grow in native 

pastures. These are the first tastes of green grass many cows have seen since last summer. The cows may try to forage these 

high moisture, low energy  density grasses, in lieu of more energy dense hays or cubes. The sad result is the loss of body      

condition in early lactation beef cows just before the breeding season is about to begin.   

Body condition at the time of calving is the most important factor affecting rebreeding performance of normally managed beef 

cows. Nonetheless, condition changes after calving will have more subtle effects on rebreeding especially in cows that are in 

marginal body condition. Body condition changes from the time the cow calves until she begins the breeding season can play a 

significant role in the rebreeding success story. This appears to be most important to those cows that calve in the marginal 

body condition score range of "4" or "5".  

An Oklahoma trial (Wettemann, et al., 1987 Journal of Animal Sci., Suppl. 1:63) illustrates the vulnerability of cows that calve in 

the body condition score of 5. Two groups of cows began the winter feeding period in similar body condition and calved in very 

similar body condition (average body condition score = 5.3 to 5.4). However, after calving and before the breeding season    

began, one group was allowed to lose almost one full condition score. The other group of cows was fed adequately to maintain 

the body condition that they had prior to calving. The difference in rebreeding rate was dramatic (73% vs 94%). Again this    

illustrates that cows that calve in the body condition score of 5 are very vulnerable to weather and suckling intensity stresses 

and ranchers must use good nutritional strategies after calving to avoid disastrous rebreeding performance. 

Cows should calve in moderate to good condition (scores of 5 or 6) to ensure good rebreeding efficiency. Ideally, cows should 

be maintaining condition during mid to late pregnancy and gaining during breeding. The goal of the management program 

should be to achieve these body conditions by making maximum use of the available forage resource.  

Continue feeding a source of energy, such as moderate to good quality grass hay free choice and/or high energy cubes until the 

warm season grasses grow enough to provide both the energy and protein that the lactating cows need. Yes, the feed is high-

priced. But the cost of losing 21% of next year’s calf crop is even greater! — Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus 

Extension Animal Scientist 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com

