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Introduction 

 
Variety selection is an important decision producers must make when establishing 

forages in pastures.  Many varieties of forage crops are marketed in Louisiana and 

scientists with the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center periodically conduct 

variety trials with warm-season forages.  This information is used to make suggestions 

each year concerning warm-season forages for producers to consider utilizing.  Suggested 

varieties listed are ones evaluated in Louisiana and found to perform satisfactorily.  

Suggested seeding rates are made assuming the use of good quality seed that meets the 

germination and purity seed standards as determined by the Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry Seed Commission.   

 

Perennial Grasses 
 

Warm-season perennial grasses grown in the Southern region are of tropical origin and 

grow mainly during the late spring, summer and early autumn.  These grasses become 

dormant and remain unproductive during the winter months.  The optimum planting date 

for these grasses is from March 1 to June 1, but they can also be planted anytime during 

the growing season when soil moisture is adequate. 

 

Bermudagrass 

 

Bermudagrass can be grown throughout Louisiana, and is adapted to most soil types.  

Both seed-propagated and vegetatively propagated varieties are available. Seeded 

varieties should be planted at a rate of 3 to 5 pounds of hulled seed per acre.  The hybrid 

varieties should be planted with enough plant material to give about 7,500 plants per acre.   

 

Hybrids:  Alicia, Brazos, Coastal, Grazer, Tifton 44, Tifton 85, Russell, Jiggs, Sumrall 

007 and Little Phillip #1 

 

Seeded:  Common, Cheyenne II, Mohawk, Ranchero Frio, Sungrazer Plus 

 

Bahiagrass 

 

Bahiagrass is widely grown throughout Louisiana, and is particularly adapted to well-

drained sites and will persist on low fertility soils.  It should be seeded at a rate of 15 

pounds per acre. 

 

Argentine, Pensacola and Tifton 9 



 

 

 

Dallisgrass 

 

Dallisgrass is very productive on alluvial soils and more fertile upland soils in Louisiana.  

Dallisgrass is noted for having poor seed quality.  Seed germinate slowly, often taking 

four weeks or longer for emergence.  There are no varieties of dallisgrass; all seed is 

“common” and is imported from countries outside of the United States and seed 

availability is often limited.  Dallisgrass should be seeded at a rate of 5 pounds per acre. 

 

Annual Grasses 

 
These grasses should be planted between April 15 and August 1.  They will be killed by 

frost in the autumn.  Specific variety suggestions for these species cannot be made 

because of insufficient data.   

 

Pearl Millet 

 

This species generally does best on well-drained, light, and upland soils.  Pearl millet 

should be seeded at a rate of 25 pounds per acre if drilled and 30 pounds per acre if 

broadcast.  This species does not cause prussic acid poisoning in livestock, but nitrate 

accumulation can cause toxicity under some circumstances. 

 

Sorghum Sudangrass 

 

This species generally does best on heavier soil types, although it can also be successfully 

planted on well-drained soils.  Sorghum sudangrass should be seeded at a rate of 30 

pounds per acre if drilled and 35 pounds per acre if broadcast.  Nitrate accumulation or 

prussic acid can cause toxicity under some circumstances. 

 

Warm Season Legumes 

 
Alyceclover 

 

This species is best adapted to well-drained soil types.  Seed are planted at a rate of 15 to 

20 pounds per acre in May or June.  Establishment is slow and weed competition may be 

a problem.  There are no varieties of alyceclover available; only “common” seed is 

marketed. 

 

Perennial Peanut 

 

This is a perennial legume that is adapted to well-drained soil types.  It should not be 

planted on heavy soils that are prone to flooding or being water-logged for extended 

periods of time.  Perennial peanuts would be better adapted in southern parts of 



Louisiana, but have been shown to survive for several years at locations just south of I-20 

in north Louisiana.   

 

The two varieties that can be planted are Arbrook and Florigraze.  They should be planted 

at a rate of 60 to 80 bushels of rhizomes per acre from January 1 to March 15.  Planting 

material is scarce, and producers may have to obtain their material from Georgia or 

Florida.   

 

 

Warm Season Silage and Green Chop Crops 

 
Specific variety suggestions for these species cannot be made because of insufficient 

data.  Limited testing is being conducted at the Southeast Research Station near 

Franklinton. 

 

Forage Sorghum 

 

This species should be planted from April 15 to June 15 in south Louisiana and from May 

1 to June 15 in north Louisiana.  It can be planted at a rate of 8-12 pounds per acre if 

drilled and 15-20 pounds per acre if broadcast.  It can also be planted at a rate of 6-8 

pounds per acre if planted in 40-inch rows. 

 

Corn for Silage 

 

This species should be planted from March 1 to April 15.  It should be planted at a rate of 

12 to 20 pounds per acre planted in 30 to 40-inch rows. 

 


